
 Ella A Great City 

  

    It's hard to believe by looking at Ella now that at one time it was actually a 
town.  It had everything a town should have.  There were businesses and two 
churches.  one of those churches is still standing called little plum.  There's even a 
school by where the little plum church is now.  Back when Ella was an up and 
running town, they built two school houses which one of them still stands even 
today. It stood right next to The Little Plum Church.  They were one room school 
houses that were needed for the Ella population of kids.   

   Ella was called a bunch of different names.  Its original name was Maxville which 
people sometimes confuse with Maxville.  And other people from other places 
called it other things.  People from the river called it shoo-fly, and people from 
the railroad called it Maxville.  But by road it was called Ella.  businesses sprang up 
all over in Ella.  Ella was the place to be.  Ella was the right place for a logging 
business for the Chippewa river was a great source of easy transportation of 
logs.  There were stores and even a gas station which did good and lasted a long 
time, and just closed a few years ago in 1982.  The grocery store in Ella lasted up 
until 1981 when it had to close because there just wasn't enough business in the 
declining town of Ella.   

     They held festivals to keep the tourists coming.  Annually every year they held 
mosquito fest.  This was a day where everybody came to and there were no 
merry-go-rounds or roller coasters.  But it still drew a crowd.  Mosquito fest was 
started by a fundraiser to raise money for Ella.  To raise money, they held a fishing 
contest every year.  Because the Chippewa was such good fishing they drew a lot 
of attention.  So as years progressed, they added things to it.  Like horseshoe 
tournaments.  A horseshoe tournament would always bring participants.  They 
would race canoes down the Chippewa river and whoever won got a prize.  There 
were chainsaw throwing competitions that were fun to watch, and there were 
crosscut saw contests.  But the most wacky contest was probably the big 
mosquito contest.  Whoever could find and kill the biggest mosquito would put it 
on there piece of paper and show it to the judge.  there was always a ton of 
mosquito's in Ella so finding one wouldn't be to hard.  The kids loved it because of 
the games.     



    A lot of people were also attracted by the vast wildlife.  Ella was rich wildlife.  It 
was a great place to hunt and still is.  Back then coon hides were more valuable 
and easy to catch in Ella.  people used mostly traps instead of dogs.  some people 
could almost make a living on coon hides.  But the white tail deer is what brought 
people.  They were beautiful to hunters and photographers, and even 
artists.  Some people could of even survived on the bountiful game that they 
hunted.  The Chippewa is home of some of the greatest fishing spots.  It holds the 
best of game and pan fish like walleye, large and small mouth bass, northern, 
catfish, crappie, sunfish, and perch.  It also holds some of the biggest sucker 
fish.          

    In the 1890s, there was a guy who moved around a lot and wrote a book about 
some of the places he has visited.  In one page he wrote something about 
Ella.  and in it there was a section where he wrote about a cave a had discovered 
there.  Nobody really knows about this cave.  Not even most of the people who 
live there.  It has never been explored accept by him.  this cave doesn't even have 
a name.  It isn't  very big.  in fact it's quite small.  Its only about 10 feet tall and 
goes back about 15 feet, but it is interesting to know that there was a cave 
discovered in Ella, and all the events that took place there.   
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